YOUR VIEWS ON GREENSPACES AND GREEN NETWORKS 

       FOCUS GROUP MEETINGS


Notes made following the meeting with eight residents in the evening of 10th January 2011 in the Fauldhouse Partnership Centre. 

Thumb nail portrait of Fauldhouse

Fauldhouse, West Lothian, is a warm and welcoming community where people want to stay or return to.  The village has a rural location, it grew around its rich mining resources and has its own distinctive micro climate.  However, the industrial history of Fauldhouse has left many environmental challenges.  Fauldhouse’s location and poor transport links mean that villagers who do not have their own transport have limited employment opportunities and are isolated from resources and facilities that most residents of West Lothian benefit from.

Fauldhouse’s population of just under 5,000 people is made up of 19% aged 0 to 15 years, 63% of working age and 18% of pension age.

Fauldhouse does suffer from a number of issues within its community, but its location and history have also fostered a strong identity as well as an attitude of self help and local action and the village boasts a healthy network of voluntary and community groups.

Fau;ldhouse residents have established the Fauldhouse Commuity Development Trust to takeforward projects that will improve the village by securing resources and assets for the benefit of all residents

Information drawn from

Fauldhouse Community Development Trust web site 

1.
GREENSPACES AND GREEN NETWORKS - where and what?

Do you know of any greenspace / green networks near you?

	NAME
	DESCRIPTION

	Old cycle path behind Scotmid and Partnership Centre. (Old railway line.)
	· Good route for walking through forested area. Mature trees. Some signage. Pond.

	Village green in centre of village  beside Scotmid.
	· Small triangular space used as thoroughfare and for annual street fair. Mature trees and grassed area. 

	Quarry Road/Greenwell Street green space.
	· Small, enclosed green space surrounded by housing.

	Cricket Ground.
	· Large open green pitch area surrounded by wall. Not available to walkers.

	Eastfield Centre playing fields and surrounding green space.
	· Blaes pitch, grassed area/pitch and surrounding green space with trees.

	Small community woodland by Greenburn Golf Course off Greenburn Road. 
	

	Crawfoot walk
	

	Short forested walk off Portland Place
	· Forest trail starting at new play park and looping back to village towards centre.

	War Memorial garden area
	· Central area off Bridge Street used for annual memorial gathering.

	General Area
	· Lots of small green spaces and pockets of accessible and interesting land.


Summary of types of spaces used/ and their extent (are there enough?) and quality

· Fauldhouse, West Lothian

· People who have lived here for years are well aware of the open spaces and paths

· People who have moved here recently find it more difficult to access these as there is a lack of any information or signage to help with this

· The village is well provided with a range of different short walking off-road routes in and out from the built area – along the burn through the town, the path on the old railway line (a Core Path), a number of shortcuts and back lanes (e.g. beside the cricketground), the forest walks on the north west edge of the town.

· There are a number of open greenspaces in the community – two football areas, the cricket ground, three smaller play areas, the village green, a small open green space where miners rows were demolished in the middle of housing areas

· There is a weekly walking group set up about two years ago through a council walks for health initiative and supported by the local CDT while it was being established.

2
USE               Tell us about your use of greenspace/networks

Green spaces 
(parks,   woodland,   playing fields,   cemeteries etc.)

Green Networks
(paths,   links,   short cuts,   river or coastal walks etc.)

	Last time you used?


	· At the time of the meeting (10/1/11) snow and ice had been on the ground for five or six weeks in an unusually long winter spell

· Almost everyday usage of one or more green spaces for some residents

	How often? 


	· As a general rule however, people would have used the open spaces and paths on either a daily or weekly basis

	With whom?


	· My children

· My family members

· With my dogs

· On my own

· With other walking group members

· Five respondents were regular members or had taken part in Fauldhouse Footers Walking Group of approximately 10 people (predominantly retired women). Been in existence for almost 2 years and supported by Fauldhouse Community Development Trust in initial stages. Now 'deformalised' self-sustaining group.

	What to do? 

(with  people / on your own)
	· Get the messages

· Going to church

· Accompany kids to school

· Take exercise

· Go to the Post Office

· Get to the station / bus stops

	Why? 


	· For enjoyment and also to travel from one place to another, often then quickest route via green space network.

· Like to walk

· Have no car

· To get healthy (previously had a stroke)

	Benefits?


	· Fitness

· Social fun and friendship

· Mental well-being

· Good for a laugh

· It amuses other people who see us! (the walking group members)

· As a hobby

	Past Use – Childhood memories?  (used as a child  what for / memories / favourite places) 
	· Elderly respondents noted significant changes in the village. A few respondents were originally from Stoneyburn, Longridge and beyond. More open spaces were evident, e.g. in and around the community centre and cooperative. Previously there were two active railway lines. The old railway platform can still be made out to the south of the village near the golf course. People used to walk to Overton.

· The centre area of the village is now more built up

· The main swing park in the village has now been built over (with the new Partnership Centre)

· Other smaller play spaces have been provided dispersed through the town

· The village was previously surrounded by open fields – many of which have now been built on as he community has expanded – particularly in the last twenty years

· “We used to go out to the burn and play all day”

	Better or worse now? 


	· Respondents who had longer time, or lifetime in the village, stated mainly positive changes in comparison to the polluted days of the coal industry. There is more housing. Some core elements still evident, e.g. main street buildings, churches, cooperative building , albeit rebuilt. The centre and other areas are more built-up. However, there has been a loss of green space pathways. People remember more regular walks to local burns, e.g. Breich Burn. One respondent had been told of childhood memories of crawling through the local culverted burn. Some minor pathways and lanes deemed unsafe, e.g. back of Scott Place. Some improved or safer e.g. Lanrigg Avenue/Place.

· “The village is now a MUCH better place than it was when the mines were running”

· But there are (perceptions of) safety concerns now that were not felt before

	Why do you use a green network instead of another route?
	· Short cut

· More pleasant

· Away from traffic

· Like the greenery 

· Safer and quicker


3.
LIKES AND DISLIKES

	What do you like about greenspaces and green networks?


	· Plenty of small walks 

· Three good small parks, creating a 'triangle', with modern outdoor leisure equipment

· Safe for playing 

· Good shortcuts.

· Safe for knock about football

· Overlooked by neighbours

· Good views from the village and green spaces to turbines on horizon, forested areas, hills, Levenseat, etc

· Sight of wildlife – birds, deer, foxes, herons

· Like seeing the changes in the landscape – with the weather, through the seasons 

· One respondent was complimentary about the route from his home in the southern part of the village by the golf course to Falla Hill Primary School. 

· Land Reform legislation had opened access to routes including the old railway line. 

· Village green was much better since the benches had been removed, community policing action to prevent anti-social behaviour in there and so on.

· Some spaces such as the Quarry Road/Greenwell site were overlooked by housing making them safer for children to play in. 

· Some landscaping has been done to improve some areas. 

· The recent Living Streets consultations and report has helped to progress recent improvements.

	What are your favourites? 

and why


	· The Eastfield football ground – as it extends onto wooded area 

· “Able to walk from home at Scott Place via lane by Cricket Club”

· The relatively recently reclaimed open space in the Greenburn Road area -  as it improved derelict land which was an eyesore and it’s right by my back door

· Woodland to south of village across railway by Greenburn Golf Course.

· The cycle path in the forest – right on the doorstep of the town 

· Forested pathway behind Partnership Centre and blaes pitch.  Recent improvements by Forestry Commission and Future Jobs Fund Trainees had helped accessibility.



	Benefits?


	· As above

	What do you dislike?

and why


	· There is no major park in Fauldhouse - only small parks. No detailed maps of walks. Core Paths Plan contained some but not sufficient. The nearby town of Wilsontown, in South Lanarkshire, has many mapped walking routes. 

· The so called Community Woodland by the golf  course – too small and piecemeal, a disappointment, “Too little in it”

· The area of land used to keep pigs right next to a housing area

· Some paths are badly lit, too enclosed and deemed unsafe, e.g. back of Scott Place by Cricket Club, particularly for lone walkers.

· Area at bottom of Eastfield sports ground as there are derelict buildings there and some private land that nobody seems to be taking responsibility for

· General issues of ownership, farmer's making lands inaccessible, lack of signage, or bad signposting, rubbish, glass, burned out wheelie bins, dog dirt.

	What are the worst? 


	· Lack of decent pathway from Fauldhouse to Longridge. Walkers have to go along main road, which is unsafe.

· Derelict and neglected land, including old buildings, opposite nursing home near Eastfield Centre. (By old garage 'Beuchan's?)

· Sheephousehill Road – strip of farmland between houses used for keeping pigs. 



	Why? 


	· Rubbish

· Dog muck

· Insufficient dog poo bins

· Broken glass

· Insufficient lighting in some of the back lanes

· Sense of lack of safety


4.
ACCESS AND BARRIERS 

	What makes it difficult to use your greenspaces / networks


	· Lack of seats on existing walking routes and pathways. Walkers would benefit greatly from this. Some sizeable logs had been placed strategically to support walkers and more of these would be welcome. 

· Land ownership – some land closed off and inaccessible.

· Poor drainage – many pathways flooded although some remedial works have recently taken place in the forested pathway to the north of the Partnership Centre and at Falla Hill Primary School.

· Fallen trees due to recent extreme weather. Forest fires of which there had been in recent memory – arson or other causes.

· Maintenance issues reducing accessibility.

· There are no or only very limited bridleways. Cycle paths also very limited.

· Signposting is non existent, old or obsolete. No or few maps and related information available. Signs had been vandalised or removed. Some paths may be walkable or unwalkable but no information was available to keep walkers up to date. 

· The route out of Fauldhouse via Harthill Road was deemed 'inaccessible', 'unsafe' and 'dangerous'. People had tried to use the 'off-road' track but this was also deemed inaccessible due to the prohibiting notices. There has also been significant dumping roadside, although temporary CCTV has reduced the problem. 

· Lots of people walk along route to Longridge, and the group felt this was NOT ideal.

· Networks are disappearing through lack of use – e.g. the old miners’ Paths 

· People are walking less

	What stops you from using your greenspaces / networks


	· Actual and stories of serious crime, including murder, and suicide.  Respondents found these off-putting particularly for the Harthill Road area. The rumour mill does exacerbate the problem, although some very serious incidents have occurred. Some paths simply seen as dangerous.

· Quadbiking – this has been a problem in recent years and Community Police, West Lothian Council, FCDT and others have been involved in trying to deal with the issue. Bollards on the railway line have helped as well as community policing, including confiscation of quad bikes as one respondent admitted he himself had suffered (!), but went on to explain that a designated area has been set aside and is run by a local agency, which uses a trailer to transfer quad bikes/bikers wishing to reach the area. It was illegal to use the local forested areas or local roads and streets to so so unless vehicles were properly licensed/registered. The walkers had experienced threatening behaviour from quad bikers. There are still quad bikers using old railway line despite bollards, e.g. over Christmas period.

· There is a lack of support for walkers and walks – more information and walk leaders required. One respondent had experienced a stroke and was loathe to go on walks without the appropriate support. 

· More volunteers are required (to build on the work of FCDT).

· Not enough cycle routes or walking paths filling in the links between village

· No sign posting.  Out of date sign posting.  Lack of maps or information panels.  Confusing routes because of no way marking

· Paths overgrown

	Which ones don’t you use – why? 
	· Old miners routes which have fallen into disuse or been cut off

· The back lane behind Scott Place

	What would make it easier to help you use them and make the most of them?/ what would encourage you to use them more frequently?
	· Reopen all former walkways and routes popular in the past, including a safe walking/cycling route to Longridge and reconnecting local villages better; including Stoneyburn.  

· If the infrastructure was similar to Wilsontown by Forth – more signposting, waymarking, 'orienteering' information, etc. One respondent said that reusing materials such as barrel stoppers could be done cheaply and effectively to support waymarking.

· The work of the Fauldhouse and Breich Valley Woodlands Improvement Group, involving local councillor Neil Findlay, also secretary of FCDT, was cited as a key group to help take forward plans and support community desires. Much work is underway including the Village Gateway proposals.

· West Lothian Council's Access Officer, David Oldham, was mentioned as a key officer to help support the production of better maps and plans.

· In general, better lighting, surfacing and drainage would be key to making it better to walk.

· Seats – although there was some dissension about this as the seats were thought to be an encouragement for underage drinking and gathering, there was discussion abut how near to the built are the seats should be – the seats on the village green had actually been removed and this was thought to have been a good action 

· Better lighting in the built areas

· Better surfacing

· Better drainage

· Bridges and boardwalks in the boggy areas

· Continuous routes not along roadsides

· Designated areas for trail bikes and quads and support to users to make this the norm 

· Later on in the discussion, the group also stated that we need a high standard network of local paths. People felt there were gaps in the Core Paths Plan. Reinstate old paths and networks. The old pit road to Breich was still accessible but not maintained. 

	What would be the benefits of being able to improve access and remove barriers?
	· Improved safety and feelings of security

· Social networking benefits of linking communities

	Would a better network encourage a more active lifestyle?  (or are there other barriers to overcome)
	Agreed

Other support is needed in the shape of initial formal or formalised encouragement – e.g. through walking projects




5. IDEAL VISION 

	What would the perfect vision be?  Your ideal?
	· Clean, well sign-posted routes with trees, fruit trees/shrubs, flowers, etc. Several respondents cited flower beds, including daffodil and wild flower planting 

· More trees

· Bright and colourful

· Well maintained

· Waymarked and well signed onward

· A variety of types of open spaces

· A variety of routes for walking and cycling

· Some with good support for all abilities

· Better connectivity overall between villages (as this is only currently available to walkers and cyclists via A71 and Forth Road)

· Near and accessible paths as there is a high % of people with walking aids. 

	What would be the features of the worst type of ?
	· Vandalised / good work destroyed

· Over run by quads and trail bikes

· Community endeavour not supported by good council and other agency action

· Lack of interest and commitment from people in general.

	In your ideal vision – what would be in the greenspace/green network?
	· Good facilities appropriate for a small community like Fauldhouse  - i.e. not expecting a big townpark with a band stand and a lake

· This could mean picnic tables (but see note of discussion about seats above), signposting to facilities in the town – toilets, cafes, shops, swimming pool, transport facilities etc

· Good signposting to local facilities like toilets, cafes, transport links

	In your ideal vision – who else would use them?
	· Children

· Friendly strangers

· People interested in nature and the landscape

	In your ideal vision - what would you do?  How would you use the spaces and networks?
	

	Conflict – what conflicts of use are there in your worst type? 
	· Quad and trail bikes

· Broken glass

· Seats and picnic table usage

	Conflict – How would these have been overcome in your ideal?
	· CCTV at crucial locations - it has helped on the village green

· Careful siting of furniture like picnic tables – not too near to houses

· Clearly marked, designated areas for a range of different activities.

· Designated “wet areas” for drinking (alcohol)

· Designated spaces for quads and trail bikes and enforcement of the legislation around mortised use of path networks

· Better communication

	How would your ideal greenspaces be linked up?
	· Good variety of safe open spaces and greenery in the town with safe off road paths within and between communities

· Well lit (The group as a whole felt that lighting should mainly be within the village areas to discourage travelling at night-time for safety and cost reasons)

	How would these links be used? And by whom?
	· Local people

· Local leisure groups

· Neighbouring communities

· Some long distance walkers

· “Fauldhouse Footers”

· “Bathgate Over 50s Walking Group”


6.
ACTION 

	What needs to be done to improve existing  .......? 
	Covered above.

	Who should be doing this?
	· Local people, groups and businesses

· Local council(s)

· FCDT

· Forestry Commission

· Levenseat Trust

· West Lothian Development Trust

· New Deal/Future Jobs Fund Projects, e.g. Fauldhouse Forestry Project

· Respondents declared that funding was a barrier to achieving goals, but that through working with the aforementioned funders more support could be harnessed.

	What could your role be in this? 
	· Continue to raise issues and concerns, and support improvements through FCDT and local groups.

	Would you like to be involved in / training / working in ....? 
	· Areas mentioned were: walk leader training, which two respondents had done, dog walking, access to land issues, planting and light maintenance work.

· The issue of Disclosure was perceived as a barrier to people becoming involved in or volunteering for local community groups and initiatives to improve green spaces.

	In your ideal vision – who would be involved in looking after ....?
	· It was suggested and agreed that FCDT should approach Central Scotland Forests Trust to help take forward community desires for improvements. This could be done in conjunction with the Fauldhouse and Breich Valley Woodlands Improvement Group and other key agencies – national, regional and local.
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